Initiative for Africa

"The Initiative for Africa is a unique Kiwanis Service Project, proposed by the Capital District Committee on International Understanding and endorsed by the Capital District Board. At the Board’s recommendation this Initiative is being rolled out to all clubs throughout the Capital District.


Key Points of The Initiative for Africa Project: 

· This is a Kiwanis service project whose goal is to make a sustainable difference in the lives of children and families in Africa—a part of the world that desperately needs our help.

· It bypasses local governments and directly provides local families with tools, know-how and support that will enable them to make a lasting difference in their own lives.

· For every $150 that is raised through this project, an African family will be able to start a small farm business and lift themselves out of poverty—permanently.

· The District-wide goal for this project is $25,000—an  amount that will enable 160+ families (approx. 800 men, women and children) to provide or purchase for themselves-- the food, shelter, medicine, education and other basic needs they currently lack."


The Initiative is partnered with KickStart International, an U.S. nonprofit that 

has developed human-powered irrigation pumps, small-scale farming techniques and implementation processes, and demonstrated that the model can be successfully utilized in Africa (see KickStart.Org/-teck/technologies/micro-irrigation.html). KickStart founder, Dr. Martin Fisher, has recently won an MIT sustainability award and has been named “Engineer of the Year” by Design News.

All clubs are encouraged to support this noble cause— through individual and club donations and with separate fundraising projects. All support is welcome and needed. Donations are tax deductible and your canceled check will serve as your receipt for tax purposes. Individuals who donate more than $250 will receive a special receipt from the District Foundation.

Make checks payable to: 

Capital District Kiwanis Foundation. 


On the memo line, write:

Initiative for Africa.


Send your contributions to:
Capital District Kiwanis Foundation  







1601 Charrington Drive 







Midlothian, VA 23113.

Thank you, Kiwanians of The Capital District,

For Making a Difference

